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Date: 20 January 2022 

 
 
Councillor Peter Bradbury  
Cabinet Member – Culture & Leisure 
Cardiff Council  
County Hall 
Cardiff 
CF10 4UW 
 
 
Dear Councillor Bradbury, 

 

Community Engagement and Safety in Parks 

 

Our thanks to you and Jon Maidment for attending Committee on 19 January 2022 to 

discuss the report to Cabinet regarding the above item. This letter captures the 

comments and observations from Members, as discussed during our way forward. 

 

Members note the update on ongoing work to promote community engagement and 

safety in parks, led by the community and urban park ranger teams, who deliver 

fantastic work, involving teams across the Council and across partner and volunteer 

networks. Members recognise that our liaison with the Police and Fire and Rescue 

Service is particularly important to tackle safety concerns and that work with ward 

councillors is equally important to identify issues and suitable solutions to rectify 

these. Members are pleased that urban park rangers are aligned to specific areas, to 

enable them to build relationships with local ward councillors, neighbourhood police 

officers and others. 

 

Most of our discussions at the meeting centred on lighting in our parks. Members 

note the proposed design guide for lighting in parks will be shaped by the principles 

set out at point 29 of the report to Cabinet and by the findings of work underway by 

lighting consultants to inform proposals for lighting for cycle superhighway 4. 

Members recognise the need for some lighting in parks, for example to boost safe 

access and travel routes, and are pleased that you and officers acknowledged the 

need to ensure this lighting is as eco-friendly as possible, to lessen the impact on 

nature and to be in line with actions to tackle our climate emergency. During our way 

forward discussions, Councillor Gordon raised the possibility of using low-tech, 
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sustainable alternatives to lighting, such as reflective paints or cat’s eyes that a 

cyclist/ pedestrian’s torch would pick out, to show travel routes and wondered 

whether this is being considered as part of the work on cycle superhighway 4. In your 

response to this letter, please advise. 

 

Members accept your assurance that the proposed consultation on locking parks, 

planned for Roath Park, including Roath Pleasure Gardens, will include ward 

councillors in Penylan as well as Cyncoed and Plasnewydd, and that the consultation 

for Parc Cefn Onn will include Lisvane councillors. 

 

Finally, Members note the financial implications of the report to Cabinet highlight that 

‘additional financial implications are not identified but reference is made to various 

budget pressures within the service and budget constraints in taking any new 

proposals forward’. Members note that detailed proposals will be set out in the 

budgetary proposals 2022-23 and hope that additional monies to support community 

engagement and safety in parks can be found without detrimental impact to anything 

else that the Parks service provides. 

 

Requests following this scrutiny:  

That, in the response to this letter, information is provided on whether the work on 

cycle superhighway 4 includes consideration of low-tech, sustainable alternatives to 

lighting. 

 

 

Thanks again to you and Jon for attending Committee and providing an update on 

work to progress the motion agreed by Council in October 2021. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
COUNCILLOR NIGEL HOWELLS 
CHAIR, ECONOMY & CULTURE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
cc        Members of the Economy & Culture Scrutiny Committee  
 Group Leaders – Cllr Robson, Cllr Taylor, Cllr K Parry 
 David Hugh Thomas – Chair, Governance & Audit Committee 
 Neil Hanratty Jon Maidment  Clair James  Cabinet Support Office 
 Chris Pyke Tim Gordon  Jeremy Rhys 


